
Fredericksburg High School 
AP Studio 

Room 131 / Coach Melissa Hall 
 

Classroom Rules and Procedures 

Respect  

Students will show respect at all times.  This includes respect for other students, other 

students’ projects, the art room, supplies, and the teacher.  Students will be expected to 

clean up after themselves: including desks, equipment, putting away supplies and 

projects, and throwing away trash. 

Talking 

It is expected that students be respectful and not talk to anyone when the teacher is 

giving instructions or while another student is talking.  If you have a question, please 

raise your hand.  After instructions and work has started, students may talk quietly with 

the students sitting next to them while not disturbing students or creating off task 

behavior.   

Working/Turning in Assignments 

You are expected to be on task at all times.  You are required to have a pencil, eraser, 

and sketchbook with you in class every day.  If you get behind for any reason you must 

find time before/after school or at home to complete your assignment.  

Class Description 

AP Studio Art is a rigorous course in which students are continually working towards 

developing their portfolio.  Students will create a portfolio with a minimum of 5 pieces of 

artwork in the area of Selected Works and 15 images of artwork in the area of 

Sustained Investigation as outlined below.  Students may use artwork created prior to 

the AP course as well as outside of the course when submitting their portfolio to College 

Board.  Students will be expected to develop mastery in concept, composition and 

technical skills of drawing.   

AP Drawing skills assessed in the portfolio include mark-making, line, surface 

manipulation, space, light and shade, and composition.   

AP 2-D Art and Design skills assessed in the portfolio include point, line, shape, plane, 

layer, form, space, texture, color, value, opacity, transparency, time, unity, variety, 

rhythm, movement, proportion, scale, balance, emphasis, contrast, repetition, 

figure/ground relationship, connection, juxtaposition, and hierarchy. 



Students will engage in group critiques, individual critiques and instructional 

conversations with the teacher during the course to receive feedback on their progress.    

Portfolio 

Selected Works – 5 actual works that demonstrate mastery of drawing in concept, 

composition and execution.  These pieces may be unrelated to the sustained 

investigation or could come from their sustained investigation.   

 Along with each work, students are required to submit and are graded upon 

written responses to prompts about the work.  The most successful responses 

are those that are clearly related to the images of work submitted; that directly 

and completely address the prompt, and that provide further evidence of 

synthesis of materials, processes, and ideas shown in the work.  

Sustained Investigation – 15 digital images of works of art, detail images, or process 

documentation that demonstrates sustained investigation through practice, 

experimentation and revision.  

 Along with each work, students are required to submit and are graded upon 

written responses to prompts about the work.  The most successful responses 

are those that are clearly related to the images of work submitted; that directly 

and completely address the prompt, and that provide further evidence of inquiry-

based sustained investigation through practice, experimentation, and revision.  

Ethics, Artistic Integrity, and Plagiarism 

Students may work from photographs that they themselves have taken or 

compositionally directed.  Any work that makes use of other artists’ works, including 

photographs and/or published images, must show substantial and significant 

development beyond duplication (appropriation).  This is demonstrated through 

manipulation of the formal qualities, design, and/or concept of the source. The student’s 

individual “voice” should be clearly evident. It is unethical, constitutes plagiarism, and 

often violates copyright law simply to copy an image (even in another medium) that was 

made by someone else and represent it as one’s own.  All resources must be 

documented in the student’s sketchbook. 

Assessment and Grading 

Major Grades - 50% 

One portfolio piece will be due approximately every 2 weeks.  The artwork will be 

evaluated based on a simplified version of the AP Studio Art Scoring Guidelines.  The 

scoring guidelines can be found at https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-art-and-

design-portfolio-scoring-rubrics.pdf?course=ap-drawing. 

Daily Grades – 50% 

Students will receive daily grades for the following: 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-art-and-design-portfolio-scoring-rubrics.pdf?course=ap-drawing
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-art-and-design-portfolio-scoring-rubrics.pdf?course=ap-drawing


 Sketchbook assignments 

 Assigned artwork to be completed outside of class 

 Participation in online critiques that provide feedback during the process and 
completion stage of peer’s artwork.  

 Reflective written statements about the process and choices made during the 
creation and upon completion of their work. 

 
Sketchbooks  

The student is required to bring their sketchbook every day to class.  The student will 

complete sketchbook assignments weekly.  These assignments will be due at the 

beginning of class every Monday, or the first day of the week.  The assignments will be 

given to the students one week prior to the due date; giving the students an entire week 

to complete the assignment. **Missing one day within that week does not allow the 

student to turn the assignment in late without a late day penalty.  Sketchbook 

assignments are posted at the front of the classroom as well as my teacher website.  

The purpose of the sketchbook is to provide the student an outlet to brainstorm, sketch, 

and write about their sustained investigation or selected work pieces.   

SeeSaw 

We will be trying an App called SeeSaw for the student to post process and project 

pictures and receive feedback from their peers and teacher.  The goal is the student will 

post a process picture and comment on student artwork weekly.  This will provide the 

student with process feedback so that they can make changes or improve the artwork 

during the process.  The student will receive a grade for the post as well as the 

comments.  

The student will post a final project picture at the end of 2 weeks which the teacher will 

grade.  Posting the picture in an online forum allows the picture to be a continuous work 

of art so that they can keep the picture and continue to work and improve it if necessary.   

Semester Exam 

The semester exam will consist of a portfolio review based upon the AP Studio Art 

Scoring Guidelines. 

Portfolio Submission 

Students will complete their portfolio by the end of April in order to submit it during the 

first week of May.  Students will receive a major grade based on their professionalism in 

submitting their portfolio and adhering to all deadlines.   

Tutorials/Open Studio 

The creation of the portfolio will require more time than the allotted class period.  The art 

room will be open for students to work on their assignments most mornings as well as at 

least 2 afternoons a week until 5:00 pm.    



Supplies and Fees 

A sketchbook is required for this class.  The student may purchase one from the teacher 

for $6 or from an outside entity such as Walmart, Hobby Lobby, etc.  The majority of 

materials will be available to students in the classroom.  If the student needs a specific 

media that the school does not have access to, the student may need to purchase 

additional supplies on their own.  If students do not have access to a camera, non-cell 

phone, the student may borrow one of the school cameras to photograph projects for 

the portfolio submission.  

Food/Drink  

Water is allowed with a closed lid.  Snacks will be allowed at the discretion of the 

teacher.  Remember that being an art class, many chemicals and materials are used on 

the tables.  Eat snacks at your own risk.  Please avoid chips or food with coloring that 

you could transfer onto projects or assignments.   

Resources 

AP Studio Art Drawing Course Home Page 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-drawing?course=ap-drawing 

AP Studio Art Drawing Course Description 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-drawing/course?course=ap-drawing 

AP Studio Art 2-D Design Home Page 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-2-d-art-and-design?course=ap-2-d-art-
and-design 

AP Studio Art 2-D Design Course Description 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-2-d-art-and-design/course?course=ap-2-
d-art-and-design 

Contact Information 
 
If you or a parent guardian need to contact me, please utilize my email, 

melissah@fisd.org.   
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